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Introduction

The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge International AS 
Level English Language (8693), and to show how different levels of candidates’ performance relate to the 
subject’s curriculum and assessment objectives.  

In this booklet a range of candidate responses has been chosen to illustrate as far as possible each grade, 
a, c and e. Each candidate response is accompanied by a commentary explaining the strengths and 
weaknesses of the answers. 

For ease of reference the following format for each paper has been adopted:

Question

Example candidate 
response 

Examiner comment

Each question is followed by examples of marked candidate responses, each with an examiner comment 
on performance. Comments are given to indicate where and why marks were awarded, and how additional 
marks could have been obtained. In this way, it is possible to understand what candidates have done to gain 
their marks and what they still have to do to improve their grades.

Past papers, Principal Examiner Reports for Teachers and other teacher support materials are available on our 
Teacher Support website at http://teachers.cie.org.uk
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Assessment at a glance

AS Level
All candidates take: 

Paper 1 Duration Weighting

Passages for Comment 2 hours 50%

and

Paper 2 Duration Weighting

Composition 2 hours 50%

Teachers are reminded that a full syllabus is available on www.cie.org.uk
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Generic mark schemes

Paper 1
Part (a): Commentary (maximum 15 marks)

Mark Knowledge & 
Understanding

Analysis of language 
effects

Organisation

Band 1 13–15 Perceptive appreciation of 
content and ideas;

Fluidly relates content to 
structure, audience, purpose, 
genre, style; shows keen 
awareness of intentions of 
passage.

Analyses text with sensitive 
and discriminating awareness 
of how language creates 
effects; moves with ease 
between part and whole in 
discussing specific examples 
of language use and the 
effect of the whole passage.

Strong structure; 
may be concise; 
quotation is 
used fluently, 
‘embedded’ in the 
argument.

Band 2 10–12 Shows consistent appreciation 
of content and ideas;

Able to relate content to 
structure, audience, purpose, 
genre, style, main aims of 
passage.

Analyses text, with 
awareness of the effects 
created;

Able to relate part to whole in 
discussing specific examples 
of language use and the 
effect of the whole passage.

Strong structure 
used to convey 
clear argument.

Band 3 8–9 Shows steady engagement 
with content/ideas of piece;

Shows general understanding 
of structure audience, purpose, 
genre, style of passage.

Thorough analysis of passage 
is made, correctly identifying 
a range of features of 
language, giving examples, 
and showing ability to explain 
how they create effects 
with some relation of part to 
whole.

Clear structure, 
sustained focus.

Band 4 6–7 Shows some engagement with 
content/ideas of piece;

Shows general, overall 
understanding of structure 
audience, purpose, genre, style 
of passage.

Appropriate points are made, 
correctly identifying some 
features of language use, 
giving examples, and showing 
some ability to explain how 
they create effects. May be a 
fragmented approach.

Clear structure; 
may be line-by-
line; essay may 
drift in and out of 
focus.

Band 5 3–5 Makes some relevant points 
about content;

Shows some understanding of 
some aspects of the structure, 
audience, purpose, genre, style 
of passage; with some failures 
to identify key features and or 
misunderstanding.

Some relevant points made, 
identifying a restricted range 
of examples of language 
use; some examples are not 
related to the effects created; 
some examples may be listed 
without development; much 
generalisation.

Little structure; 
points may 
be rather 
disconnected.

Band 6 0–2 Comments on content of 
passage, may be confused.

One or two points made 
about language of passage; 
may be unclear.

Expression breaks 
down at times.
Very short work.
Unstructured.
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Part (b): Directed Writing task (maximum 10 marks)
Marks

8–10 A perceptive recognition of context, audience and purpose supported by a good range of 
appropriate vocabulary and expression suitable for the task.

Responses at the top of this band will be persuasive and confident, supported by a consistent, 
and at best personal, engagement with context and purpose, using fluent and accurate 
expression accompanied by a strong sense of audience.

6–7 A clear and informed sense of purpose, context and relevance supported by a reasonable 
attempt to use language appropriate for the task.

4–5 An adequate attempt but marked by an inconsistent and uneven sense of purpose, context and 
style. Generally sound expression and accuracy.

2–3 The beginnings of an answer, but limited by an inappropriate sense of style, purpose and 
language. Expression and accuracy may be limited.

0–1 Confused and unfocused sense of purpose, context and audience.  Wholly inappropriate 
language and style.  Work may be brief or fragmented and expression very limited.   
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Paper 2
Section A: Narrative/Descriptive/Imaginative Writing

Band 1 22–25

• Imaginative, possibly original, appropriate approach to task, engaging audience;

• Tightly controlled, appropriate structure; very directed writing;

• Language used imaginatively to create specific effects on the reader;

• Fluent, mature expression, achieves complex effects, with a high level of 
technical accuracy.

Band 2 18–21

• Imaginative approach to task, appropriate to audience and engaging interest;

• Effective, appropriate structure, with a strong sense of purpose;

• Language used to create specific effects on the reader, narrative or descriptive 
as appropriate;

• Fluent expression achieves effects; occasional technical errors will not impede 
expression.

Band 3 14–17

• Consistent focus on a relevant form and content, with an appropriate sense of 
audience and some sustained imagination;

• Clear structure that fits the task; with a sense of purpose;

• Some effects of language are attempted and achieved, narrative or descriptive 
as appropriate;

• Clear expression with some variety, a few technical inaccuracies.

Band 4 10–13

• Clear focus on relevant form and content, with some imaginative touches, and 
some appropriate sense of audience;

• Structure is in place, though purpose is sometimes unclear; may drift in and out 
of focus at times;

• Appropriate effects of language are attempted, narrative or descriptive as 
appropriate;

• Clear expression, a little unvaried or with a number of technical errors (confusion 
of tenses, wrong subject/verb agreement, a range of spelling errors, absent 
punctuation) which limit the ability to achieve effects.

Band 5 6–9

• Relevant form and content with some sense of audience;

• Structure may not be fully apparent – may go on without clear narrative control 
or descriptive contrast;

• Some effects of language are attempted, narrative or descriptive as appropriate;

• Expression unclear at times; may not flow easily, with frequent technical errors 
(confusion of tenses, wrong subject/verb agreement, frequent spelling errors, 
absent punctuation).

Band 6 2–5

• Evidence of attempted focus on some appropriate ideas for content, but not fully 
appropriate to the task; form may be less sure, e.g. a wholly narrative response 
to a descriptive task;

• Lacks structure, may be diffuse, may ramble;

• Occasional effects of language are created, narrative or descriptive as 
appropriate;

• Expression is unclear; technical and structural problems (confusion of tenses, 
wrong subject/verb agreement, frequent spelling errors, absent punctuation) get 
in the way of the flow of the whole.

Band 7 0–1

• Work will be inappropriate to the task, confused or incoherent, with little grasp 
of suitable form or content. 

• Weakness of organisation and technical inaccuracy (confusion of tenses, wrong 
subject/verb agreement, frequent spelling errors, absent punctuation) will 
seriously impede the candidate’s ability to create an overall impression.
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Section B: Discursive/Argumentative Writing

Band 1 22–25

• Interesting, lively approach to task, possibly original, in appropriate form, and 
engaging audience;

• Tightly controlled structure develops ideas in logical effective manner; very 
directed writing;

• Wide range of language and rhetorical devices used effectively to explain, argue 
or persuade;

• Fluent, mature expression, capable of complex argument, with a high level of 
technical accuracy

Band 2 18–21

• Thoughtful approach to task, appropriate in form, and engaging interest;

• Effective, appropriate structure with clear exposition of ideas/argument, with a 
strong sense of purpose;

• Language and rhetorical devices used effectively to explain, argue or persuade;

• Fluent expression capable of complex argument; occasional technical errors will 
not impede expression.

Band 3 14–17

• Consistent focus on relevant content and form, with an appropriate sense of 
audience;

• Clear appropriate structure with some development, with a sense of purpose;

• Some language and rhetorical devices used to explain, argue or persuade;

• Clear expression with some variety, with a few technical inaccuracies.

Band 4 10–13

• Clear focus on relevant form and content, with some appropriate sense of 
audience;

• Appropriate structure is in place, though may drift in and out of focus or digress at 
times;

• Effects of language to explain, argue or persuade are attempted to some purpose, 
not always fully achieved;

• Clear expression, a little unvaried or with a number of technical errors (confusion 
of tenses, wrong subject/verb agreement, a range of spelling errors, absent 
punctuation) which limit the ability to achieve effects.

Band 5 6–9

• Relevant form and content with some sense of audience;

• Structure may not be fully apparent – may be lacking in development or argument;

• Some effects of language to explain, argue or persuade are created;

• Expression is unclear at times; may not flow easily, with frequent technical errors 
(confusion of tenses, wrong subject/verb agreement, frequent spelling errors, 
absent punctuation).

Band 6 2–5

• Work will attempt to be relevant, but not fully appropriate to the task, and will 
show some grasp of the topic under consideration;

• Lacks structure, may leap from point to unconnected point, digress and ramble;

• Occasional effects of language to explain, argue or persuade are attempted;

• Expression is unclear; technical and structural problems (confusion of tenses, 
wrong subject/verb agreement, frequent spelling errors, absent punctuation) get 
in the way of the flow of the whole.

Band 7 0–1

• Work will be inappropriate to the task, confused or incoherent, with little grasp of 
the topic chosen;

• Weakness of organisation and technical inaccuracy (confusion of tenses, wrong 
subject/verb agreement, frequent spelling errors, absent punctuation) will 
seriously impede the candidate’s ability to create an overall impression.
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Paper 1 – Passages for Comment

Question 1
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Example candidate response – grade a
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Examiner comment
The response to 1(a) shows a keen understanding of the purpose of the extract, combined with a sensitive 
understanding of the range of tone in evidence. For example, in the first paragraph, the candidate offers an 
overview of the ‘fearful and doubtful’ atmosphere created. It is noticeable that, as the answer moves into 
a more detailed focus, there are specific comments on individual words and phrases, such as the way in 
which negative vocabulary reveals the writer’s discomfort. The answer does not offer a list of features that 
have been identified but, instead, when a particular technique is noted, tries to offer an evaluation of its 
purpose: for example, the reference to the use of short sentences offers an understanding of how the writer 
uses this technique to foreground her fear and regret, the succession of rapid thoughts passing through 
her mind. The answer maintains its focus on tone and structure by drawing on specific words and phrases. 
The contrasting attitude of the writer’s friend is explored succinctly and, again, a technique is sensed but 
also thoughtfully commented on: a list of verbs is seen to convey how thoughts and feelings are felt vividly 
and with a degree of strength. Overall, the candidate displays a solid and informed grasp of the purpose, 
structure and progression of the material. The candidate has not attempted to comment on everything in 
the time possible but has selected individual words and phrases to comment on. Any reference to particular 
techniques or features is used to develop an evaluative comment: selectivity has been the foundation for 
relevance and discrimination.

The response to 1(b) is controlled and perceptive. The answer conveys Olivia’s positive tone without the 
material being overwritten. She is seen to be careful in the way she phrases her ideas and this conveys 
the sense that Olivia does not over exaggerate difficulties or situations so that her restrained optimism is 
captured well: for example, she refers to how they ‘had some trouble when [they] went to visit a mountain 
lake because Lucy got really afraid due to the size of the path.’ The phrasing here balances the contrasting 
attitudes nicely – with ‘some’ and ‘really’ epitomising those differences concisely. Such contrasts are 
evoked steadily elsewhere in the answer: for example, the writer was ‘surprised’ but Lucy was ‘trembling 
and breathing hard.’ Olivia manages to elicit the one important thing from the visit – that Lucy ‘could deal 
with it’ – and this maintains her controlled positive attitude. In general, the answer is fluent, although the 
final two words seem to be a slip of the pen. This is a discriminating and focused response.
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Example candidate response – grade c
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Examiner comment
The candidate’s response to 1(a) is consistent and, in the main, proficient. There is a solid recognition of the 
tone as ‘confidential’ and ‘informal’. Relevant examples of negative words are used as supporting evidence 
in the opening paragraph. Occasionally, comments could be developed a little more. The candidate notes 
the writer’s use of rhetorical questions but does not resort to simple feature spotting: there is an attempt 
to comment on the effects of any device or image, techniques the mark scheme would hope to locate in 
answers in the upper range of marks. The structural contrast between the attitudes of the two characters 
is sensed well and how this underpins the change of tone as the passage unfolds: ‘Pleasant images of “sky 
stayed blue” “air was fresh” contrast the formerly grim tone as the audience rejoices with the author’s 
change in perspective’. The comment is supported concisely by reference to textual evidence. Again, some 
comments could be explored in a little more focus: ‘the author conjurs (sic) sympathy via the pathetic image 
of a grown woman calling for her mother , which is ironic and evokes humor from the audience.’ Perhaps 
these ideas seem a little too assertive and generalised in comparison with the solid sensitivity evident in 
other ideas explored in the answer. Overall, this is a consistent and generally engaged response, showing 
informed understanding of structure and mood.
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The response to 1 (b) is also informed. It shows a pleasing awareness of Olivia’s mood and intentions: 
’I tried to calm her…’ The writer is careful to ensure that any incident is seen as a minor event, not as a 
melodramatic catastrophe: ‘slight mishap…a little lost’. Elizabeth’s emotions are sensitively addressed: 
‘worried...dull life…incredulous and disbelieving.’ Perhaps these emotions could be developed in a little 
more depth at times to bring out the contrasts between the characters even more. However, the answer as 
a whole was organised, informed and fluent with few lapses in technical accuracy.
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Example candidate response – grade e
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Examiner comment
The candidate’s response to 1(a) offers some relevant awareness of the tone of the passage, that it consists 
of positive and negative attitudes: yet the comments tend to remain slightly distant and undeveloped 
beyond this foundation. Analytical ideas could be developed in greater depth. The answer begins quite 
promisingly with an awareness of tone – its negativity and touch of sarcasm – but seems to fall into the trap 
of offering a recap of content so that further points remain unexplored. The candidate tends to use phrases 
like ‘she describes’ and ‘starts talking about’ which allows the answer to drift into moments of paraphrase. 
The supporting quotations which are employed need to be commented on with more detail and precision. 
This means that the point about negativity is mentioned again but the expression of it is not fully explored. 
The contrast between the writer and Olivia is sensed well and the latter’s positive attitude is noted but 
needs to be commented on in terms of the language used to express it with more detail. The candidate 
notes that the last part of the extract is ‘negative again’ but could comment on the quotations cited and the 
effects they convey in closer depth. Overall, the answer seems to remain rather undeveloped beyond one 
or two points about contrasting moods; a reliance on forms of paraphrase rather than comments on specific 
words and phrases tends to limit the amount of marks which can be awarded.

The answer to 1(b), however, demonstrates a greater sense of perception and understanding. There is an 
effective recognition of task, content and audience. The opening sense of disbelief and surprise is refreshing 
and focused. The writer’s sense of humour is also insightful and places the worries of her friend into a 
different, almost isolated and abnormal, context. The mixture of wavering negativity and positiveness is 
captured well and concisely exemplified: ‘ She kept talking about her dogs, her house and her daughter, 
fearing they might all die or get destroyed.’ Olivia’s confidence and optimism are conveyed implicitly through 
her sympathy and belief that ‘next time it will go way better.’ This is a discriminating and sensitive response.
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Question 3
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Example candidate response – grade a
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Examiner comment
The response to 3 (a) shows an awareness of the extract’s purpose and direction: the speaker’s desire to 
offer ‘unity’ and ‘hope’. There is an understanding of the progression of the whole passage as it moves 
from ‘sympathy’ to a ‘hopeful’ mood. The candidate comments on the use of personal pronouns as the 
speaker tries to establish a feeling of inclusion, again, not simply spotting a technique or feature but trying to 
comment on its effect. The contrasting tones of the passage are commented on effectively and supporting 
selective examples are cited proficiently. There are nice details, such as the idea that in describing the storm 
as ‘cruel’ the President ‘provides the nation’ with ‘somebody to blame’. There is a consistent awareness 
of the speaker’s purpose at each point of the answer, reinforcing the sense of detailed consistency the 
candidate offers in the answer. The progression of the passage is gauged in a discriminating way: the 
candidate senses how the President moves on to focus on the idea of the future and a sense of hope. There 
is an understanding of how the speaker’s tone in his voice of ‘certainty’ endeavours to make his listeners 
feel ‘more secure’. Overall, the answer is sensitively engaged with techniques and features of language and 
the effects that the speaker is trying to achieve consciously. 

The response to 3 (b) opens in an effective register with a sense of the speaker’s purpose, although there 
are one or two technical lapses in the first paragraph. The candidate tries to reflect the way in which the 
original passage describes a ‘cruel’ sea by conveying that here the ocean is ‘evil’, an attempt to give the 
listeners a  thing to blame for its actions. There are some effective rhetorical techniques used as the answer 
develops: the use of repeated personal pronouns, the qualifying positive insertion of ‘our brothers’ and 
the switch to a more personal tone as the speaker adopts first person. The move from the negative to the 
positive, as in the original, is captured well so that the progression and structure of the material is reflected 
convincingly. This is a perceptive and focused answer which recognises tone and format very effectively.
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Example candidate response – grade c
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Examiner comment
The candidate’s response to 3 (a) shows a steady and informed sense of understanding. The President’s 
initial tone is commented on effectively. Here, too, one or two comments do not quite seem to lead to any 
incisive analysis at times: for example, the references to the uses of dashes, commas and repetition in the 
first paragraph seem to make rather generalised ideas. Yet the candidate brings back the answer into focus 
with the comment on the techniques of patriotism at the beginning of the second paragraph. As in other 
effective answers, the identification of a technique is supported by textual evidence and an engagement 
with the possible effect created by the feature. However, at times the candidate could afford to try and 
comment on the quotation employed as supporting a technique. For example, the interesting observation 
about the use of a ‘direct quote’ as ‘a model for others to follow’ cites a reference to how the survivor 
‘still got my family, and I still got my spirit’. Perhaps the repetition of ‘still’ and the references to ‘family’ 
and ‘spirit’ are worth exploring in a little more depth. However, the candidate is consistent in exploring 
the rhetorical techniques that the President employs so that switches mood and the structure of the 
unfolding speech are commented on in an informed manner. The move to a sense of ‘unity’ and ‘strength’ 
is understood sensibly and commented on with insight.  By focusing on individual techniques and using 
supporting textual evidence, the candidate gives an informed and measured answer.

The response to 3 (b) is informed and shaped by purpose and a sense of audience. The initial tone reflects 
that of the original extract in its seriousness. There is an understanding that the President is speaking 
to a nation and trying to be inclusive. There is a sense of the patriotism noted in the answer to 3 (a) as 
the President refers to ‘American determination’. Perhaps the candidate could have incorporated another 
technique that is explored in the answer above: the use of a direct quotation from a survivor or a brief 
anecdote to enhance the reality and the seriousness of the situation. Overall, this is a steady and fluent 
piece of directed writing which embodies the ideas and structure of the original passage to some effect.
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Example candidate response – grade e
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Examiner comment
The response to 3 (a) displays some relevant understanding of the extract’s content and some of the 
techniques in evidence. Some of the matters noted in the commentary on 1(a) above are evident again. 
The same point – here, patriotism – seems to be made a few times so that the other aspects and features 
of the passage are not explored in further depth; similarly, the reliance on forms of paraphrase or a recap 
of content tends to interrupt those parts of the answer which are more focused and grounded in exploring 
the material. The answer begins soundly with the candidate noting the way in which a tragic situation is 
stressed all the way through the speech and there is an initial grasp of how the President employs a patriotic 
tone.  The move to a more optimistic note is sensed soundly but the rest of the third paragraph seems to 
be an extended summary of the content of the speech so that analysis of the effects of individual words 
and phrases is not forthcoming. The discussion of the use of personal pronouns brings the answer back into 
a degree of focus and the candidate gauges how there is then ‘a message of hope’. The section after this 
seems to drift off again into more generalised areas, summarising content at the expense of commenting 
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on language and style. The answer tends to drift in and out of focus so that opportunities for further detail 
are lost under the pressure of time.

The response to 3 (b) is an attempt to address the directed writing task. It is marked by its inconsistency 
and its lapses in expression and technical accuracy, tending to limit the amount of marks which can be 
awarded: ‘millions of life where taken…fellow Americans that has…left us with citizen looking for their loved 
ones…We have seen young childs without their mother…bodies were buried all on top of another as their 
were left in the streets…no American citizen should go though.’ Although there is an attempt to capture the 
tone of the original, these lapses, and the focus on the tragic aspects of the original speech alone with no 
sense of future optimism or patriotism really in evidence, tend to limit the outcome of the task.
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Paper 2 – Composition

Questions
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Example candidate response – grade a
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Examiner comment
The candidate’s composition about a new romance shows a pleasing sense of voice and fluency. The 
answer draws effectively on the conventions of different genres to establish a narrative that is presented 
with confidence and precision. There is a degree of light-heartedness to the initial situation where a 
character who admits to being ‘a wimp’ allows herself to be put in a context where all her fears are to be 
tested purely for the sake of ego. A range of vocabulary and sentence variation is in evidence, showing 
a tight sense of control: ‘I am a wimp who willingly admits it. Just the thought of the ominous music ….’ 
Brief pieces of description are inserted carefully into the narrative but do not detract from the flow of the 
whole piece. Similarly, dialogue is employed to add depth and form to the narrative. There are some uses 
of comparison: ‘I headed toward the entrance to theater thirteen like it was my funeral march.’ Even the 
theatre number causes further consternation, adding depth to the character. The cliché conventions of 
the horror genre – a vulnerable teenager alone in an isolated location – are employed effectively. Tension 
mounts: ‘I braced myself for the hours to come.’ The writer intensifies the reader’s expectations as the 
‘door squeaked’ and the protagonist’s pulse is ‘hammering’. The meeting with the stranger switches 
expectations to a romantic mode and the vocabulary accordingly and appositely develops this way too: 
‘His handsome features and glittering green eyes…’ The central character and the stranger, Tyler, connect 
and the composition ends on a romantic cliff-hanger: ‘He smiled. My heart stopped.’ Overall, this is 
an imaginative and sustained response blending conventions, description, dialogue and narrative into a 
cohesive whole. While there are a few spelling lapses, they do not detract from the quality of the answer in 
its entirety.

The response to the question about giving aid to less developed countries maintains the high calibre of 
the script as a whole. The composition is mature in its approach and blends lines of argument, signposting 
linguistic devices and exemplification with a degree of confidence and authority in a fluent and concise 
approach. The candidate links paragraphs together effectively and is aware of counter-arguments and 
contexts as a way of substantiating and developing ideas. (There are references to the Marshall Plan and the 
Cold War, for example, where some of the outlined ideas are tested and explored.) A range of arguments 
is offered in support of the candidate’s views: over reliance, cultural influence, personal gain rather than 
altruism, corruption, hierarchical societies. Yet, towards the end, the candidate offers an interesting counter- 
argument: that all these difficulties pale into insignificance if it means that giving aid can overcome world 
political issues; this is an argument returned to in the conclusion, leaving the reader pondering over the 
issues raised. This is a discriminating and quite sophisticated way in which to place further thoughts in our 
mind: the issue is more complex than we may initially think seems to be the implication.
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Example candidate response – grade c



Paper 2 – Composition

46 Cambridge International AS Level English Language 8693 



Paper 2 – Composition

47 Cambridge International AS Level English Language 8693

[before she lost consciousness]
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Examiner comment
The candidate’s response to the narrative continuation, unlike the imaginative response of the previous 
candidate, tends to offer a more traditional focus on the conventions of the horror genre. Yet, such focus 
is carried out in a consistent and effective manner with some solid use of linguistic effects. The situation 
is similar: a vulnerable teenager threatened by an unknown stranger is in an isolated situation. At the 
beginning, dialogue is used concisely and effectively and some description helps convey the teenager’s 
mood well; her physical appearance helps to give the character some substance and the use of pathetic 
fallacy as the thunder rolls builds up an ominous situation for the reader. The focus on sounds foregrounds 
the protagonist’s vulnerability – the thunder and the ‘shrill ringing of the phone’ combined with ‘only the 
sound of breath’ as she awaits a reply to her question. The narrative then moves on to focus on more tense 
events as a knock on the door is heard and it is flung open, leaving her stunned. Tension mounts as the 
protagonist is unable to breathe and cannot make out her surroundings. While the narrative moves forward 
perhaps some of the descriptive effects evident earlier in the composition are not quite sustained. However, 
there is an effective coda where the perpetrator of the attack is revealed and her motivation. Overall, this is 
a consistent and sustained piece of writing, aware of conventions and playing to them effectively.

The response to the two articles – one a positive view of the future and the other a negative one – also 
proves to be consistent in focus and purpose. There is evidence in the first article of some exemplification 
with reference to past ages and how the human race has survived in spite of previous calamities; there is a 
dismissal of doom and gloom critics and the threat of global warming. At times, the tone seems to become 
a little out of control, as if the writer is speaking out loud: ‘Did humans cause the massive earthquakes that 
destroy villages and cities in less developed countries? NO!’ Some more examples and arguments could 
be developed, it seems. For example, there is a reference near the end of the first piece to possible future 
discoveries and breakthroughs but little exploration of any examples; the balance here between invective 
and exemplification is slightly inconsistent. The second article offers a clear contrast to the first with some 
effective lines of argument in the first half; there is a nice contrast in the description of how people drive 
expensive luxurious cars whilst ‘we continue to spew pollution’ and ‘are slowly killing our planet.’  There is 
further reference to environmental pollution, the destruction of rain forests and a reliance on fossil fuels, 
and some pointed questions in relation to them. However, as in the first piece, perhaps the candidate could 
explore some of these ideas in a little more detail and cut down on some of the invective involved. The 
second piece also shows lapses in technical accuracy and consistency, causing the response to be placed in 
the lower range of its mark band.
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Examiner comment
The candidate explores the most enjoyable and least enjoyable experiences encountered in life so far. 
The two sections of the composition are relevant but contain lapses in expression and technical accuracy. 
Although there is a relevant focus, expression also tends to remain rather unvaried and, at times, seems a 
little repetitive. Phrases seem to be used like building blocks, drawing on pieces of expression already used: 
‘ Me and him had to drive two hours to get there but it was worth it. When we got there it was crowded 
but not too crowded. ….It had lego’s everywhere. There was also rides, games, and food. The first ride 
that we saw…They had everything made out of lego’s. They had dragons, princesses, and wizards made 
out of legos…’ The outcome is that the tone and style remain rather flat and unvaried.  The second piece 
in the answer maintains this repetitive use of phrasing and the tone tends to remain the same: ‘to a new 
school. This school was….It was a very nice school…’ Both pieces tend to focus on narrative above all: 
opportunities for descriptive elements are not really developed.

The response to the question asking candidates to write a letter to a company which is intending to cease 
production of an item essential for their well-being seems to reflect similar qualities to the first composition. 
There is a relevant focus on the topic – here, a need for older versions of Playstation to be manufactured – 
but also a slightly unvaried approach in terms of vocabulary and expression, besides lapses in accuracy. The 
same patterns of repeated phrases and constructions is evident in the answer: for example, the number 
of times the word ‘playstation’ is employed creates a rather disjointed feel to the fluency of the piece. 
There are some valid lines of argument but they seem to be a little undeveloped and flat at times. The 
tone becomes a little inappropriately informal on occasions. Overall, the composition is focused but rather 
pedestrian in its style and approach to the topic: it needs a little more imaginative input and more in the way 
of linguistic effects to raise its level.
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