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Introduction

Introduction

The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge International AS
Level English Language (8693), and to show how different levels of candidates’ performance relate to the
subject’s curriculum and assessment objectives.

In this booklet a range of candidate responses has been chosen to illustrate as far as possible each grade,
a, c and e. Each candidate response is accompanied by a commentary explaining the strengths and
weaknesses of the answers.

For ease of reference the following format for each paper has been adopted:

< Question >

Example candidate
response

<L

CExaminer comment)

Each question is followed by examples of marked candidate responses, each with an examiner comment
on performance. Comments are given to indicate where and why marks were awarded, and how additional
marks could have been obtained. In this way, it is possible to understand what candidates have done to gain
their marks and what they still have to do to improve their grades.

Past papers, Principal Examiner Reports for Teachers and other teacher support materials are available on our
Teacher Support website at http://teachers.cie.org.uk
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Assessment at a glance

Assessment at a glance

AS Level

All candidates take:

Duration Weighting

Passages for Comment 2 hours 50%

and

Duration Weighting

Composition 2 hours 50%

Teachers are reminded that a full syllabus is available on www.cie.org.uk

Cambridge International AS Level English Language 8693
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Generic mark schemes

Generic mark schemes

Paper 1
Part (a): Commentary (maximum 15 marks)
Mark Knowledge & Analysis of language Organisation
Understanding effects
Band 1 | 13-15 | Perceptive appreciation of Analyses text with sensitive Strong structure;
content and ideas; and discriminating awareness | may be concise;
of how language creates quotation is
Fluidly relates content to effects; moves with ease used fluently,
structure, audience, purpose, between part and whole in ‘embedded’ in the
genre, style; shows keen discussing specific examples | argument.
awareness of intentions of of language use and the
passage. effect of the whole passage.
Band 2 | 10-12 | Shows consistent appreciation | Analyses text, with Strong structure
of content and ideas; awareness of the effects used to convey
created,; clear argument.
Able to relate content to Able to relate part to whole in
structure, audience, purpose, discussing specific examples
genre, style, main aims of of language use and the
passage. effect of the whole passage.
Band 3 8-9 Shows steady engagement Thorough analysis of passage | Clear structure,
with content/ideas of piece; is made, correctly identifying | sustained focus.
a range of features of
Shows general understanding language, giving examples,
of structure audience, purpose, | and showing ability to explain
genre, style of passage. how they create effects
with some relation of part to
whole.
Band 4 6-7 Shows some engagement with | Appropriate points are made, | Clear structure;
content/ideas of piece; correctly identifying some may be line-by-
features of language use, line; essay may
Shows general, overall giving examples, and showing | drift in and out of
understanding of structure some ability to explain how focus.
audience, purpose, genre, style | they create effects. May be a
of passage. fragmented approach.
Band5 | 3-5 | Makes some relevant points Some relevant points made, Little structure;
about content; identifying a restricted range points may
of examples of language be rather
Shows some understanding of | use; some examples are not disconnected.
some aspects of the structure, | related to the effects created;
audience, purpose, genre, style | some examples may be listed
of passage; with some failures | without development; much
to identify key features and or generalisation.
misunderstanding.
Band 6 | 0-2 | Comments on content of One or two points made Expression breaks
passage, may be confused. about language of passage; down at times.
may be unclear. Very short work.
Unstructured.
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Generic mark schemes

Part (b): Directed Writing task (maximum 10 marks)
Marks

8-10 | A perceptive recognition of context, audience and purpose supported by a good range of
appropriate vocabulary and expression suitable for the task.

Responses at the top of this band will be persuasive and confident, supported by a consistent,
and at best personal, engagement with context and purpose, using fluent and accurate
expression accompanied by a strong sense of audience.

6-7 | Aclearand informed sense of purpose, context and relevance supported by a reasonable
attempt to use language appropriate for the task.

4-5 | Anadequate attempt but marked by an inconsistent and uneven sense of purpose, context and
style. Generally sound expression and accuracy.

2-3 | The beginnings of an answer, but limited by an inappropriate sense of style, purpose and
language. Expression and accuracy may be limited.

0-1 | Confused and unfocused sense of purpose, context and audience. Wholly inappropriate
language and style. Work may be brief or fragmented and expression very limited.

Cambridge International AS Level English Language 8693 5



Generic mark schemes

Paper 2

Section A: Narrative/Descriptive/lImaginative Writing

Band 1

22-25

Imaginative, possibly original, appropriate approach to task, engaging audience;
Tightly controlled, appropriate structure; very directed writing;
Language used imaginatively to create specific effects on the reader;

Fluent, mature expression, achieves complex effects, with a high level of
technical accuracy.

Band 2

18-21

Imaginative approach to task, appropriate to audience and engaging interest;
Effective, appropriate structure, with a strong sense of purpose;

Language used to create specific effects on the reader, narrative or descriptive
as appropriate;

Fluent expression achieves effects; occasional technical errors will not impede
expression.

Band 3

14-17

Consistent focus on a relevant form and content, with an appropriate sense of
audience and some sustained imagination;

Clear structure that fits the task; with a sense of purpose;

Some effects of language are attempted and achieved, narrative or descriptive
as appropriate;

Clear expression with some variety, a few technical inaccuracies.

Band 4

10-13

Clear focus on relevant form and content, with some imaginative touches, and
some appropriate sense of audience;

Structure is in place, though purpose is sometimes unclear; may drift in and out
of focus at times;

Appropriate effects of language are attempted, narrative or descriptive as
appropriate;

Clear expression, a little unvaried or with a number of technical errors (confusion

of tenses, wrong subject/verb agreement, a range of spelling errors, absent
punctuation) which limit the ability to achieve effects.

Band 5

Relevant form and content with some sense of audience;

Structure may not be fully apparent — may go on without clear narrative control
or descriptive contrast;

Some effects of language are attempted, narrative or descriptive as appropriate;
Expression unclear at times; may not flow easily, with frequent technical errors
(confusion of tenses, wrong subject/verb agreement, frequent spelling errors,
absent punctuation).

Band 6

Evidence of attempted focus on some appropriate ideas for content, but not fully
appropriate to the task; form may be less sure, e.g. a wholly narrative response
to a descriptive task;

Lacks structure, may be diffuse, may ramble;

Occasional effects of language are created, narrative or descriptive as
appropriate;

Expression is unclear; technical and structural problems (confusion of tenses,

wrong subject/verb agreement, frequent spelling errors, absent punctuation) get
in the way of the flow of the whole.

Band 7

Work will be inappropriate to the task, confused or incoherent, with little grasp
of suitable form or content.

Weakness of organisation and technical inaccuracy (confusion of tenses, wrong
subject/verb agreement, frequent spelling errors, absent punctuation) will
seriously impede the candidate’s ability to create an overall impression.

6 Cambridge International AS Level English Language 8693




Generic mark schemes

Section B: Discursive/Argumentative Writing

e Interesting, lively approach to task, possibly original, in appropriate form, and
engaging audience;

e Tightly controlled structure develops ideas in logical effective manner; very
directed writing;

Band 1) 22-25 e Wide range of language and rhetorical devices used effectively to explain, argue
or persuade;
e Fluent, mature expression, capable of complex argument, with a high level of
technical accuracy
e Thoughtful approach to task, appropriate in form, and engaging interest;
e Effective, appropriate structure with clear exposition of ideas/argument, with a
strong sense of purpose;
Band 2 | 18-21

e |anguage and rhetorical devices used effectively to explain, argue or persuade;

e Fluent expression capable of complex argument; occasional technical errors will
not impede expression.

e (Consistent focus on relevant content and form, with an appropriate sense of
audience;

Band3| 14-17 | * Clear appropriate structure with some development, with a sense of purpose;
e Some language and rhetorical devices used to explain, argue or persuade;
e (Clear expression with some variety, with a few technical inaccuracies.

e Clear focus on relevant form and content, with some appropriate sense of
audience;

e Appropriate structure is in place, though may drift in and out of focus or digress at
times;

Band 4 | 10-13 | ¢ Effects of language to explain, argue or persuade are attempted to some purpose,
not always fully achieved;

e (Clear expression, a little unvaried or with a number of technical errors (confusion
of tenses, wrong subject/verb agreement, a range of spelling errors, absent
punctuation) which limit the ability to achieve effects.

e Relevant form and content with some sense of audience;
e Structure may not be fully apparent — may be lacking in development or argument;
e Some effects of language to explain, argue or persuade are created;

Band 5 | 6-9 L . . . .

e Expression is unclear at times; may not flow easily, with frequent technical errors
(confusion of tenses, wrong subject/verb agreement, frequent spelling errors,
absent punctuation).

e Work will attempt to be relevant, but not fully appropriate to the task, and will
show some grasp of the topic under consideration;

e |acks structure, may leap from point to unconnected point, digress and ramble;

Band 6 | 2-5 e QOccasional effects of language to explain, argue or persuade are attempted;

e Expression is unclear; technical and structural problems (confusion of tenses,
wrong subject/verb agreement, frequent spelling errors, absent punctuation) get
in the way of the flow of the whole.

e \Work will be inappropriate to the task, confused or incoherent, with little grasp of
the topic chosen;

Band 7 | 0-1 e \Weakness of organisation and technical inaccuracy (confusion of tenses, wrong

subject/verb agreement, frequent spelling errors, absent punctuation) will
seriously impede the candidate’s ability to create an overall impression.
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Paper 1 — Passages for Comment

Paper 1 - Passages for Comment

Question 1
1  Inthe following passage, the witer senses that her outlook on life may not always be nght.

(a) Comment on the style and language of the passage. [15]

(b) After these events, Olvia writes a letter 1o another friend about the writer's visit. Basing your
answar closaly on the matarial of the original aextract, write the opaning (batwean 120-150
words) of the letter. [10]

What a huge palaver’ it is. geing on holiday. What a wrench, leaving one's
dogs, home and daughter and plunging inte Ged knows whal. Bul how grim it was
here: the work, the ghastly dog walkies, the daily chores, the dreary, sultry weather.

So | went off onthe trainto France. | forced myself, It may sound like nothing to you more
adventurous holidaymakers, but to me, a budding agoraphobic® who hyparvertilates 5
if she has to go further than the local park, it was a mammoth breakthrough.

A triumph. Until the train stopped outside Paris for nearly two hours, Than it was a

big mistaka. | had a connection to catch. All my fears were justified. Why had | done
this? What madness. Holidays are for people who work from Bam 1o Bpm daily for
months on end. | just lie about scribbling and diddling with dogs. My whole fe isa 10
hobday. | need never have bothered.

However, | met old friends on the train, | caught my connection by a whisker
and fell asleep, amolionally drained, in my couchefta, until a voica woks mea.
“Carcassonne,” it called out. My stop. Panic stations. | grabbed my baggage and fell
onto the platform, shoaless, breathless, T-shifl awry, brassiare dangling, becausa 15
| had loosened it for comfort. What comfort? Why expect any? There would be none
on this holiday, | crawled to the cafe, the breakfast was heaven, Olvia arrived, we
collectad our hire car, we drove off along the sunny road, a few caraires momeants
passed, but then, seddenly, uproar. The junction was alive with shouting, cursing,
pointing and baaping Franch molorists. What could ba wrong now? Our fronl Iyre 20
was complalaly flat.

if anyone had asked me, I'd have said at that point that my cup was half empty,
but then a handsoma, cheary young man jumped oul of his car and changed our
tyre for us. “Cup half full” said Olivia strictly. And it was for a few moments, until we
got lost in the one-way system. Then it emptied. Round and round we went, time 25
passad, so did the same roundabouts, until a saintly young woman bed us back o
the hire place for a new car. We set off again, "Cup half full," said Olivia. She did this
through our holidays — a sort of behavioural tharapy for ma, a training in positivity,
because | like to expect the absolute worst. That way, one is never disappointed.

But darling Olivia was always full of hope. We would get there, the sun would shine, 30
we probably wouldnt crash and die, this or that road might be the right one.

Perhaps Dlivia was right and my philosophy of life was wrong. The path ahead is
not necassarily strewn with booby traps; buckets of ordure? were not guaranieed o
amply over my head. The sky stayed blus, the air was frash, the vineyards stretched
for miles, we found golden beaches and azure pools, youths apologised for blocking 35
the: pavameant with thair bikes and smiled pleasanily, and did not brandish knives and
pitbulls.* It was all worth it again. Ofivia's house was heavenly, its terrace shaded by
vines. the dinky, ancient village streets were cracke< and cobbled, a luscious riot of
wild flowers allowed 1o sprout from walls, with not the slightest whiff of health and
safety. What heaven to get away from the fusspot English. 40

At least, it was for a bit, until we tried to visit a mountain lake up a narrow,
winding road, which got higher and windier, with shear, drilionfost drops and Blind
hairpin bends, and the road too narmow to turn back. What peril. | longed for health
and safety. The regrets ralurned. This holiday was cursed. Why had | not stayed at
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Paper 1 — Passages for Comment

homea on the lovaly flat plains of Holloway? Why come here and terify myself? Why 45
drive up a near perpendicular slope in a prickling sweat, with breathing difficultias,
shaking, snivelling and calling out weedily for my dead mother to help ma. This was

it. Cup completely empty, but Olivia remained cheery. Miraculous. "Take your time,"

she said calmby. "Cup half full. Breathe deeply” And sure enough, we found a wide bit

in which to turn round, And hera | am, back home, alive, Olvia and | are still friends, 50
the dogs and daughter survived, the house is still standing, there are no love latters

on the mat, only bills. Outsida, the rain continues. Why didn't | stay longear?

\palaver; fuss

Zagoraphobic: eomeons with a fear of going oud
*ordure; sawage

Apitbuiis: fierce dogs

Cambridge International AS Level English Language 8693 9



Paper 1 — Passages for Comment

Example candidate response — grade a

VUSSR AGNINA e, Bl Do  Sdees 2% Veol AV T 1T e b
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Paper 1 — Passages for Comment

e Alm O OHL

't e s S

Heisa iU E\TOE .

Cambridge International AS Level English Language 8693 M



Paper 1 — Passages for Comment
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Paper 1 — Passages for Comment

Examiner comment

The response to 1(a) shows a keen understanding of the purpose of the extract, combined with a sensitive
understanding of the range of tone in evidence. For example, in the first paragraph, the candidate offers an
overview of the ‘fearful and doubtful” atmosphere created. It is noticeable that, as the answer moves into

a more detailed focus, there are specific comments on individual words and phrases, such as the way in
which negative vocabulary reveals the writer’s discomfort. The answer does not offer a list of features that
have been identified but, instead, when a particular technique is noted, tries to offer an evaluation of its
purpose: for example, the reference to the use of short sentences offers an understanding of how the writer
uses this technique to foreground her fear and regret, the succession of rapid thoughts passing through

her mind. The answer maintains its focus on tone and structure by drawing on specific words and phrases.
The contrasting attitude of the writer's friend is explored succinctly and, again, a technique is sensed but
also thoughtfully commented on: a list of verbs is seen to convey how thoughts and feelings are felt vividly
and with a degree of strength. Overall, the candidate displays a solid and informed grasp of the purpose,
structure and progression of the material. The candidate has not attempted to comment on everything in
the time possible but has selected individual words and phrases to comment on. Any reference to particular
techniques or features is used to develop an evaluative comment: selectivity has been the foundation for
relevance and discrimination.

The response to 1(b) is controlled and perceptive. The answer conveys Olivia's positive tone without the
material being overwritten. She is seen to be careful in the way she phrases her ideas and this conveys
the sense that Olivia does not over exaggerate difficulties or situations so that her restrained optimism is
captured well: for example, she refers to how they ‘had some trouble when [they] went to visit a mountain
lake because Lucy got really afraid due to the size of the path.” The phrasing here balances the contrasting
attitudes nicely — with 'some’ and ‘really’ epitomising those differences concisely. Such contrasts are
evoked steadily elsewhere in the answer: for example, the writer was ‘surprised’ but Lucy was ‘trembling
and breathing hard.” Olivia manages to elicit the one important thing from the visit — that Lucy ‘could deal
with it" — and this maintains her controlled positive attitude. In general, the answer is fluent, although the
final two words seem to be a slip of the pen. This is a discriminating and focused response.

Cambridge International AS Level English Language 8693 13



Paper 1 — Passages for Comment

14

Example candidate response — grade ¢

| (0) The author s purpose ia writng thug
che is o infirm her audienc that her
view of life, that the cup is half empPty,
ey not aluways be Gorrect: The Aest persom
Narratve allows ene 1o more &-:m connech

with  tue  auther ‘/‘j tidught ﬁnﬂ"ﬁgwf o
al,

Somewhad  tonflen bud Shil mal
The gt begns with A great clec) a:‘-'
1woh humsr. As she begins, ﬁm‘ihy Vet

a huge palaver it iy, 9ong on ﬁaf-da:; the reasles
15 #ﬂﬁw{:&ﬂm_ﬂ Shuwck with o jen Iy of Tt
Stateount. Sarely o holiclayould be a pleasont
ﬂFFmr However, as it tenbhnues words ki
“grim" , ‘drenry’. and "ghastly" porfray a
Swmber praﬁwmﬁﬁd o her emr:;aﬁ:j( lufe

n f/ztﬁn_; tronic. That she s not eager fo

GaP€. “me Short Sentence 'Ifsreed myself

the. authsrs frame of mind, résotate

.j.!E,f' ﬁ:#ﬂ@f‘h#djwﬁ_ﬁ Lu_j;- ir  elodora from
af In 4 .::.- Entertée wowlyd ciaust her fo
fﬁﬂﬂfﬁ »‘!-Lﬂ-i" miunel., The werd thoice ﬂ]r "mammotin ¥
i fuil cage Fhowgh ond would expect it as hyperbole
is  Adhally Correck, shawing The reacler The wwmean 3
achiew . Thea fle foni peiomes hwporong as
fhe woman Ohcides H Was Q. "big mistake ! e
réadic 15 rerninelec (_]'F hung  mutshe i defes fie
woman fo  fravel, k_/b

The roller (pag ride of emohsas begins
fom fear Fuat she  weill S hes canngehig, B
ag da".rw}&ifnka’ *tf,-**rﬁmnm# Guastion buh;f hasd
| e 1'11;;? " i employs humor, but alse
Showus ﬂﬂﬂh cﬂ{ ?'E.-.L g:luﬁwr.l %. Thi

dxaqats n,!.m' Luhich & PATR Py +o
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Paper 1 — Passages for Comment

(atth 0 onpelt  atacts with fhe  image
of fhe anthor’s oily Ufe whave she !lie(s]
flowt, the readtr srnpathizes withn fre avtior
becaust of tre (ontast behoeen how Simpe
Eailr:hmj a tonpeihon i and hag i1 is I,wr:‘m_geaf
in the  othsr s mind.

The empathgy Comes info play with The author
chetorical qulhins m paragraph two as well, ®
Mohat comfort? Why Cxp ,.;:m;r?“jhd'ws the awthor X
feelings of hspelessness Vdnd we pity twe jmage
mIL fue woman s ”51‘11!:'[&!'.'5, .E;rttlfhk-ﬁ_, Fehjrt ﬂ..u.ll'}', -
By piling on tfiase descriphing, each a-_.c{dr}:j- Slight
humsy fo Creak en overall patwebic image , he dutier
Ly kes I"r’m'upﬁ. . ThE  Wlrioug rhﬁr:‘miqm&h'mr ﬂl‘f
The piece give l‘}.'rJi'j'f:f o e M!‘hﬂr’;}/ pSyche. Thete
fhowghts  Starkly tinpast Olivials suctinct verbal
reminder of e F “Cup half Al " By repeating s
phiase throughout, Ouvia gives tne autior e
That, *we would get fhare, e Gun woudd Shing Y
emphas ising, fnat Eal.rﬂrjfmnj would be alrght and
Slawly _ Chan ing fur auther §  outlok on fre hilded.

i of "sky § bay ed blvd jedaic wag
fresh” Gontract DL hemerly Grion  twne as e avdiend
re[oias with e autnivd Lhange jn perspechve.

The hne Stays Conversationgl starting "Bt teact,

(F wiag ﬁ:v o bi¥... T brﬁﬂjj’ﬂﬁ humesr bacd iatp

play  that  The  Autuwor can  So Guitkly Changes
her mind. Short Senkntes Gliow a5 “tar regwets rehurned
use of Allibtration phagises T AicfinerS rmohoniy
ol Lok of hegel, and by being Tee bare Miniman
of a Stofenrunt | (oves Mo poom 14:-'

iMergretanon, She feelf heplirs and we of
]fu_ Alidide il vl awaltept 7iuse
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Paper 1 — Passages for Comment

) csnbhuae.. .

| The fuitthor dﬁm'h Uges fﬁmgﬁfj a{: :,::n'.:, -
sweat” and acljechves liks "Shaking, snivelling ”

The puthss Emj_u_gﬁ wo @mp&ﬁj via fhe pafefic
]Ima?e of a ?rﬁwﬂ oo Cuf[.-:‘rl_j ¢ har e
whith i frenic ard eyokes humer Fan e anditnie.
Use of fre non-sentence Mrm‘hug’, “ ents k
though  the imagery and  clis plays ho ader giguetiet

F A
that oML cnd el bé ﬂmﬁ*m nﬁiﬁ‘ﬁ o i‘ﬁu

Heavy uges of Csmmas E  iiaa s .
"Brd heve lam, back home, alive," shows The" Lﬁib-!&&id

and creales Suspende as iF the hext salement
revealed (owld be perilous, However, because everyptning
ic Ane 4 is ingteadd hufnsrns Frat 1ra autfier

wag being 5o chramotic:” Solenm images of

"o love Létevs... bills... rain, reharn b fe
ca-'fgﬁrqj ke Yescribad in Fm’ﬂf'fﬂffl ond , he aufuor
s Surwived The _f;:.-rme.? b come fdl sircle 4
-}H!i' ﬂ'.:ﬂi.‘:,:;iij: F"'ﬂl:h.g;- fham The Audiente toonalis|
why She AR lire a4 Aol f Al tio v
MEF’ P ques on, “lohg sﬂdﬂ(:fj %W?*
This adds o bral avte o humsv! and  tompcles
e purgose of nis passage)fdespitt whatever
FerriPle fuarglshdps ﬂfrumaﬁ‘gﬂf:'j tocklecd by v
outier, at hw chd She waces tv realize he
Avdl Theorrest holidays gren t+ ald bad aflevall,
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Paper 1 — Passages for Comment

(L) Dear Sugan,
14 fook Some (eOVINGAY, but | Frang

f o Convw te Euﬁqbt-‘rn +o visit. Sk
W ri ?amm* Leanvin ghk:r ane ::J.'mji behind ,
inSishng that her o ,sm:f e paf.in':!':ﬂj Ve quice
ﬂ«f‘lﬂir?.faj But. afttr much Pleacling en my part |
manged fo get her o take a hnm R visit L Ta
Frahit- unf%r.i‘unarfm,mm lpicked hur up Frona
the (ol ow car 5;1..1} e Flat hre, Elipabeth !ﬂdgan
Anitiag  but | managed fo keep bar Cdlm until
\a nice man  fiked the flat and we were on owr wasy .
|Another SWght mishap etcuved and we bécarne a
fittle Lot but thankfully we were FH’]M?M
¥i i?hf directhun. ”gfu_p ﬁﬂffjﬁuﬂ became My mabifva
for the weekend ond each Ame he lookec af
mbmmaiubmi and chs b g,
m kit wend went do visit a4 mowntain Lake
ongd -ﬁ._.l:.uﬂ.il we had o furn reund, & fiu Fact we

were Shil akie br"rﬁ'ﬁlﬂhfﬁff zabeth's moacl. Despile

all twe hardchvgs, | funk  Euzabedi pay visit st
afﬂm Loon Wiwn She wvehwns o pnorerad L
and readices pelventure m:Fhi"‘ Aot 5o bael.
Ef'il:'l' in huﬁ-ﬁ-—r

g () L e

Examiner comment

The candidate’s response to 1(a) is consistent and, in the main, proficient. There is a solid recognition of the
tone as ‘confidential’ and ‘informal’. Relevant examples of negative words are used as supporting evidence
in the opening paragraph. Occasionally, comments could be developed a little more. The candidate notes
the writer's use of rhetorical questions but does not resort to simple feature spotting: there is an attempt
to comment on the effects of any device or image, techniques the mark scheme would hope to locate in
answers in the upper range of marks. The structural contrast between the attitudes of the two characters
is sensed well and how this underpins the change of tone as the passage unfolds: ‘Pleasant images of “sky
stayed blue” “air was fresh” contrast the formerly grim tone as the audience rejoices with the author'’s
change in perspective’. The comment is supported concisely by reference to textual evidence. Again, some
comments could be explored in a little more focus: ‘the author conjurs (sic) sympathy via the pathetic image
of a grown woman calling for her mother , which is ironic and evokes humor from the audience.” Perhaps
these ideas seem a little too assertive and generalised in comparison with the solid sensitivity evident in
other ideas explored in the answer. Overall, this is a consistent and generally engaged response, showing
informed understanding of structure and mood.

Cambridge International AS Level English Language 8693
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18

The response to 1 (b) is also informed. It shows a pleasing awareness of Olivia's mood and intentions:

"I tried to calm her..." The writer is careful to ensure that any incident is seen as a minor event, not as a
melodramatic catastrophe: ‘slight mishap...a little lost". Elizabeth’s emotions are sensitively addressed:
‘worried...dull life...incredulous and disbelieving.” Perhaps these emotions could be developed in a little
more depth at times to bring out the contrasts between the characters even more. However, the answer as
a whole was organised, informed and fluent with few lapses in technical accuracy.
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Example candidate response — grade e

NN

Thin  pesSeat  daiity  cdecar o St 2 AT Lo
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Examiner comment

The candidate’s response to 1(a) offers some relevant awareness of the tone of the passage, that it consists
of positive and negative attitudes: yet the comments tend to remain slightly distant and undeveloped
beyond this foundation. Analytical ideas could be developed in greater depth. The answer begins quite
promisingly with an awareness of tone — its negativity and touch of sarcasm — but seems to fall into the trap
of offering a recap of content so that further points remain unexplored. The candidate tends to use phrases
like ‘she describes’ and ‘starts talking about’ which allows the answer to drift into moments of paraphrase.
The supporting quotations which are employed need to be commented on with more detail and precision.
This means that the point about negativity is mentioned again but the expression of it is not fully explored.
The contrast between the writer and Olivia is sensed well and the latter’s positive attitude is noted but
needs to be commented on in terms of the language used to express it with more detail. The candidate
notes that the last part of the extract is ‘negative again’ but could comment on the quotations cited and the
effects they convey in closer depth. Overall, the answer seems to remain rather undeveloped beyond one
or two points about contrasting moods; a reliance on forms of paraphrase rather than comments on specific
words and phrases tends to limit the amount of marks which can be awarded.

The answer to 1(b), however, demonstrates a greater sense of perception and understanding. There is an
effective recognition of task, content and audience. The opening sense of disbelief and surprise is refreshing
and focused. The writer’s sense of humour is also insightful and places the worries of her friend into a
different, almost isolated and abnormal, context. The mixture of wavering negativity and positiveness is
captured well and concisely exemplified: * She kept talking about her dogs, her house and her daughter,
fearing they might all die or get destroyed.” Olivia's confidence and optimism are conveyed implicitly through
her sympathy and belief that ‘next time it will go way better.” This is a discriminating and sensitive response.
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Question 3

3 The speech below was delvered by George Bush, former president of the USA, after the
denvastation caused o Mew Orleans by a hurricans in 2005,

[a) Comment on the style and language of the passage. [15]

(b) Write the opening of a speech (between 120150 words) in which the same leader addresses
the nation about a real or imaginary disaster elsewhara in the world, basing it closaly on the
style and language of the onginal passage. [10]

Good evening. | am speaking to you from the city of New Orleans — nearly
amply. still partly undersvatar and wailing for life and hope to raturn. Eastward from
Lake Pontchartrain, across the Mississippi coast, to Alabama and into Florida,
millions of lives were changed in a day by a cruel and wasteful storm,

In the aftermath, we have seen fellow citizens left stunned and uvprooted, &5
saarching for loved ones, and grieving for the dead and looking for meaning in a
fragady that seams 5o Bind and random.

We have also witnessed the kind of desperation no citizen of this great and
ganarous nation should ever have 1o know — fellow Amercans calling out for food
and water, vulnerable people left at the mercy of ciminals who had no mercy, and 10
the bodias of the dead lying uncovered and unterdad in tha streal.

These days of sorrow and outrage have also been marked by acts of courage
and kindness that make all Amerncans proud. Coast Guard and other personnel
rescuad tans of thousands of people from flooded neighborhoods.

Religious congregations and families have welcomed strangers as brothers and 15
sistars and neighbors, In thea community of Chalmette, whan two man nad 1o break
into & home, the owner invited them to stay and took in fifteen other people who had
no placa o go.

At Tulane Hospital for Children, doctors and nurses did not eat for days so
patiants could have food, and eventually carried the patients on their backs up sight 20
flights of stairs 1o helicopters. Many first responders were victims themseles —
woundead healars, with a sense of duty greater than their own suffering,

When | meal Steve Scotl of the Biloxi Fire Depariment, ha and his colleagues
wera conducting a house-to-house search for survivors, Steve told me this: | lost my
house, and | lost my cars, but | =1l got my family, and | stll got my spit” 25

Across the Gulf Coast, among people who have lost much and suffered much
and given 1o the limil of their power, wa are seeing thal same spirll; a core of strength
that survives all hurt, a faith in God no storm can take away and a powerful American
determinalion o clear tha ruins and build batiar than balore.

Tonight 5o many victims of tha hurricana and the flood are far from home and 30
friends and familiar things. You need to know that our whole nation cares about you,
and in the journey ahasad you are nol alons. To all who carry a burden of loss, |
extend the deepest sympathy of our country.

To every parson who has served and sacrificad in this emergancy, | offer the
gratitude of our country. And tonight | also offer this pledge of the American people: 35
throughoul the area hil by tha hurricana, we will do what it takes We will slay as
long as it takes to help citizens rebuild their communities and their lives. And all who
question the fulure of tha Crascent City need to know: thers is no way 1o imagine
America without New Orleans, and this greal city will rise again.

The work of rescue is largely finished. The work of recovery is moving forward. 40
In naarly all of Miessissippl, aledrnic powar has been restorad. Trade s slarting o
return to the Port of New Orleans, and agricultural shipments are moving down the
Mississippi River,
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In the life of this nation, we have often bean remindad that nature is an awesomea
force and that all life is fragile. We are the heirs of men and women who lived through
thosa first tarrible winters at Jamestown and Plymouth, who rebuilt Chicago after a
great fire, and San Francisco after a great earthquake, who reclaimed the praine
from the dust bowd of the 1930s.

Every tima, the people of this land have come back from fire, flood, and storm
o build anew — and to build better than what we had before. Amearicans have nevear
left our destiny to the whims of nature, and wea will not start now,

Thesa Inals have also reminded us thal we ara often stronger than we know
with the help of grace and ona another. They remind us of a hope bayond all pain
and death — a God who welcomes the lost to a house not made with hands.

And they remind us that we are tied together in this life, in this nation, and that
the despair of any touches us all.

| know that when you sit on the steps of a porch where a home once stood or
sleap on a col in a crowded sheller, 1t is hard 1o imagine a bright fulura. But that
future will come.,

Example candidate response — grade a

45

50
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Examiner comment

The response to 3 (a) shows an awareness of the extract’s purpose and direction: the speaker’s desire to
offer ‘'unity’ and ‘hope’. There is an understanding of the progression of the whole passage as it moves
from ‘sympathy’ to a "hopeful’ mood. The candidate comments on the use of personal pronouns as the
speaker tries to establish a feeling of inclusion, again, not simply spotting a technique or feature but trying to
comment on its effect. The contrasting tones of the passage are commented on effectively and supporting
selective examples are cited proficiently. There are nice details, such as the idea that in describing the storm
as ‘cruel’ the President ‘provides the nation’ with ‘somebody to blame’. There is a consistent awareness

of the speaker’s purpose at each point of the answer, reinforcing the sense of detailed consistency the
candidate offers in the answer. The progression of the passage is gauged in a discriminating way: the
candidate senses how the President moves on to focus on the idea of the future and a sense of hope. There
is an understanding of how the speaker’s tone in his voice of ‘certainty’ endeavours to make his listeners
feel ‘'more secure’. Overall, the answer is sensitively engaged with techniques and features of language and
the effects that the speaker is trying to achieve consciously.

The response to 3 (b) opens in an effective register with a sense of the speaker’s purpose, although there
are one or two technical lapses in the first paragraph. The candidate tries to reflect the way in which the
original passage describes a ‘cruel’ sea by conveying that here the ocean is ‘evil’, an attempt to give the
listeners a thing to blame for its actions. There are some effective rhetorical techniques used as the answer
develops: the use of repeated personal pronouns, the qualifying positive insertion of ‘our brothers’ and

the switch to a more personal tone as the speaker adopts first person. The move from the negative to the
positive, as in the original, is captured well so that the progression and structure of the material is reflected
convincingly. This is a perceptive and focused answer which recognises tone and format very effectively.
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Example candidate response — grade ¢
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Examiner comment

The candidate’s response to 3 (a) shows a steady and informed sense of understanding. The President’s
initial tone is commented on effectively. Here, too, one or two comments do not quite seem to lead to any
incisive analysis at times: for example, the references to the uses of dashes, commas and repetition in the
first paragraph seem to make rather generalised ideas. Yet the candidate brings back the answer into focus
with the comment on the techniques of patriotism at the beginning of the second paragraph. As in other
effective answers, the identification of a technique is supported by textual evidence and an engagement
with the possible effect created by the feature. However, at times the candidate could afford to try and
comment on the quotation employed as supporting a technique. For example, the interesting observation
about the use of a 'direct quote’ as ‘a model for others to follow’ cites a reference to how the survivor
‘still got my family, and | still got my spirit’. Perhaps the repetition of ‘still” and the references to ‘family’
and ‘spirit” are worth exploring in a little more depth. However, the candidate is consistent in exploring

the rhetorical techniques that the President employs so that switches mood and the structure of the
unfolding speech are commented on in an informed manner. The move to a sense of ‘unity’ and 'strength’
is understood sensibly and commented on with insight. By focusing on individual techniques and using
supporting textual evidence, the candidate gives an informed and measured answer.

The response to 3 (b) is informed and shaped by purpose and a sense of audience. The initial tone reflects
that of the original extract in its seriousness. There is an understanding that the President is speaking

to a nation and trying to be inclusive. There is a sense of the patriotism noted in the answer to 3 (a) as

the President refers to ‘American determination’. Perhaps the candidate could have incorporated another
technique that is explored in the answer above: the use of a direct quotation from a survivor or a brief
anecdote to enhance the reality and the seriousness of the situation. Overall, this is a steady and fluent
piece of directed writing which embodies the ideas and structure of the original passage to some effect.
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Examiner comment

The response to 3 (a) displays some relevant understanding of the extract’s content and some of the
techniques in evidence. Some of the matters noted in the commentary on 1(a) above are evident again.

The same point — here, patriotism — seems to be made a few times so that the other aspects and features
of the passage are not explored in further depth; similarly, the reliance on forms of paraphrase or a recap

of content tends to interrupt those parts of the answer which are more focused and grounded in exploring
the material. The answer begins soundly with the candidate noting the way in which a tragic situation is
stressed all the way through the speech and there is an initial grasp of how the President employs a patriotic
tone. The move to a more optimistic note is sensed soundly but the rest of the third paragraph seems to
be an extended summary of the content of the speech so that analysis of the effects of individual words
and phrases is not forthcoming. The discussion of the use of personal pronouns brings the answer back into
a degree of focus and the candidate gauges how there is then ‘a message of hope’. The section after this
seems to drift off again into more generalised areas, summarising content at the expense of commenting
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on language and style. The answer tends to drift in and out of focus so that opportunities for further detail
are lost under the pressure of time.

The response to 3 (b) is an attempt to address the directed writing task. It is marked by its inconsistency
and its lapses in expression and technical accuracy, tending to limit the amount of marks which can be
awarded: ‘millions of life where taken...fellow Americans that has...left us with citizen looking for their loved
ones...We have seen young childs without their mother...bodies were buried all on top of another as their
were left in the streets...no American citizen should go though.” Although there is an attempt to capture the
tone of the original, these lapses, and the focus on the tragic aspects of the original speech alone with no
sense of future optimism or patriotism really in evidence, tend to limit the outcome of the task.
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Paper 2 - Composition

Questions
Answer one question from Section A and one guestion from Section B.

You should write batwean 800 and 900 words for each composition.

Section A: Narrative/Descriptive/lmaginative Writing
1 Write a descriptive piece called The Lost World, In your writing create an atmosphere of decay
and ksolation.
2 'She read the texi message on her phone. She paused, gasped, and took a very deep breath...’
Continue the story. In vour writing bring out a sense of suspense and tension. (You do nol have to

complete the story.)

3 Write two contrasting pieces (between 300450 words each), one about your most enjoyable
exparence, and the other about vour least enjoyvable expariance.

4  Write the opening lo a short story called A New Romarnice. In your writing create an unusual setling
in which two strangars meet for the first time.

Section B: DiscursivelArgumentative Writing

§ 'Giving aid o less developed countries does more harm than good.
What do you think — and why?

6 A magazine publishes two contrasting articles (between 300-450 words each), one called The
Future Still Looks Bright', and the other called It's Mot Going to Get Any Better'. Write the two
articles, bringing out clear differences in their viewpoinis about the ways in which the world is
changing.

T ‘Education provided by the state is good encugh for everyone.

‘Private (paid for) education is far more beneficial for students than state-funded education.’
Which view are you in closer agreameant with = and why?

8 A product which you cannot do without is about to go out of existence: the company which makes

it is about to ceasa is production. Wiila a latter to the company in which you describe tha origin

and history of your relationship with the product and — most of all — why it is an essential part of
wour lifa.
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Example candidate response — grade a

4  Wila the opaning to a short story called A New Homance. In your writing create an unusual setting
in which two strangers meet for the first time.
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| Sechion Afcenhnuad. . . Poqe &
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\ He smiled . My heart stopped.
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5 ‘Giving aikl to less developed countries does more hamm than good.’

What do you think — and why?
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Examiner comment

The candidate’s composition about a new romance shows a pleasing sense of voice and fluency. The
answer draws effectively on the conventions of different genres to establish a narrative that is presented
with confidence and precision. There is a degree of light-heartedness to the initial situation where a
character who admits to being ‘a wimp' allows herself to be put in a context where all her fears are to be
tested purely for the sake of ego. A range of vocabulary and sentence variation is in evidence, showing

a tight sense of control: ‘I am a wimp who willingly admits it. Just the thought of the ominous music ...."
Brief pieces of description are inserted carefully into the narrative but do not detract from the flow of the
whole piece. Similarly, dialogue is employed to add depth and form to the narrative. There are some uses
of comparison: ‘| headed toward the entrance to theater thirteen like it was my funeral march.” Even the
theatre number causes further consternation, adding depth to the character. The cliché conventions of
the horror genre — a vulnerable teenager alone in an isolated location — are employed effectively. Tension
mounts: ‘I braced myself for the hours to come.” The writer intensifies the reader’s expectations as the
‘door squeaked’ and the protagonist’s pulse is ‘hammering’. The meeting with the stranger switches
expectations to a romantic mode and the vocabulary accordingly and appositely develops this way too:
'His handsome features and glittering green eyes..." The central character and the stranger, Tyler, connect
and the composition ends on a romantic cliff-hanger: ‘He smiled. My heart stopped.’ Overall, this is

an imaginative and sustained response blending conventions, description, dialogue and narrative into a
cohesive whole. While there are a few spelling lapses, they do not detract from the quality of the answer in
its entirety.

The response to the question about giving aid to less developed countries maintains the high calibre of

the script as a whole. The composition is mature in its approach and blends lines of argument, signposting
linguistic devices and exemplification with a degree of confidence and authority in a fluent and concise
approach. The candidate links paragraphs together effectively and is aware of counter-arguments and
contexts as a way of substantiating and developing ideas. (There are references to the Marshall Plan and the
Cold War, for example, where some of the outlined ideas are tested and explored.) A range of arguments

is offered in support of the candidate’s views: over reliance, cultural influence, personal gain rather than
altruism, corruption, hierarchical societies. Yet, towards the end, the candidate offers an interesting counter-
argument: that all these difficulties pale into insignificance if it means that giving aid can overcome world
political issues; this is an argument returned to in the conclusion, leaving the reader pondering over the
issues raised. This is a discriminating and quite sophisticated way in which to place further thoughts in our
mind: the issue is more complex than we may initially think seems to be the implication.
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Example candidate response — grade ¢
2 'She read the text message on her phone. She paused, gasped, and took a very deep breath. ..’

Continue the story. In your writing bring out & sense of suspense and tension. (You do not have to
complete the story.)
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6 A magazine publishes two contrasting arficles (between 300450 words each). one called ‘The
Future Still Looks Bright’, and the other called ‘It's Mot Going 1o Get Any Beller'. Wrile the two
articles, bringing out clear differences in their viewpoinis about the ways in which the world is

changing.

-

“The Fotvre Still o Bright,”
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54

Examiner comment

The candidate’s response to the narrative continuation, unlike the imaginative response of the previous
candidate, tends to offer a more traditional focus on the conventions of the horror genre. Yet, such focus

is carried out in a consistent and effective manner with some solid use of linguistic effects. The situation

is similar: a vulnerable teenager threatened by an unknown stranger is in an isolated situation. At the
beginning, dialogue is used concisely and effectively and some description helps convey the teenager’s
mood well; her physical appearance helps to give the character some substance and the use of pathetic
fallacy as the thunder rolls builds up an ominous situation for the reader. The focus on sounds foregrounds
the protagonist’s vulnerability — the thunder and the ‘shrill ringing of the phone’ combined with ‘only the
sound of breath’ as she awaits a reply to her question. The narrative then moves on to focus on more tense
events as a knock on the door is heard and it is flung open, leaving her stunned. Tension mounts as the
protagonist is unable to breathe and cannot make out her surroundings. While the narrative moves forward
perhaps some of the descriptive effects evident earlier in the composition are not quite sustained. However,
there is an effective coda where the perpetrator of the attack is revealed and her motivation. Overall, this is
a consistent and sustained piece of writing, aware of conventions and playing to them effectively.

The response to the two articles — one a positive view of the future and the other a negative one — also
proves to be consistent in focus and purpose. There is evidence in the first article of some exemplification
with reference to past ages and how the human race has survived in spite of previous calamities; there is a
dismissal of doom and gloom critics and the threat of global warming. At times, the tone seems to become
a little out of control, as if the writer is speaking out loud: ‘Did humans cause the massive earthquakes that
destroy villages and cities in less developed countries? NO!" Some more examples and arguments could
be developed, it seems. For example, there is a reference near the end of the first piece to possible future
discoveries and breakthroughs but little exploration of any examples; the balance here between invective
and exemplification is slightly inconsistent. The second article offers a clear contrast to the first with some
effective lines of argument in the first half; there is a nice contrast in the description of how people drive
expensive luxurious cars whilst ‘we continue to spew pollution” and ‘are slowly killing our planet.” There is
further reference to environmental pollution, the destruction of rain forests and a reliance on fossil fuels,
and some pointed questions in relation to them. However, as in the first piece, perhaps the candidate could
explore some of these ideas in a little more detail and cut down on some of the invective involved. The
second piece also shows lapses in technical accuracy and consistency, causing the response to be placed in
the lower range of its mark band.
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Example candidate response — grade e

3  Write two contrasting pieces (betwean 300-450 words each), one about your most enjoyable
experience, and the othar abouwt your least anjoyable axparience.

24

(uven T Soas 5s ?u:.,nmatm Cromoin, & Yook Mie mesh
ook dul Breqecee e I'HE{:-{} [T uns arlu, § wien

| e Meece oo mkt‘:.drﬂ, féu'_"fw”-. B e ondd B Vi
od o Adve @eees - Yoo Yeus 4o %zi-%\éé'_ﬁ_h& )

Lo, ween e (e we ach-tiece W wns croded "l:u,_-"r T
b epoweded. (06 oeoadd ouc Medeks oy shestect Wcj A
e et coerlul awi fuc Slled Poce. TN ot \elgs MLy -
v S0, \Vere u:-:ﬁ gy eS| ﬁwdrmﬁﬂgﬂﬁ_ W <@

The §irsh de Mol u® Sogen owns o ﬂiuf?‘x CeWNes Cooshes
Wied i e o G Tide W"mﬂ'ﬂw e Cpab et Conihe
Ao, Lh&ﬁj."ﬁ: aok Ao Gp 0 T wnoh TN Lm‘“%n:g Cemyesh Wi 'n:.\}
L Yok eaes  Seen F_Tﬂ-'hw u_'i':lwv. 3., 'L"MJ_H Yok Eue#ug"ir-qnm
procke oeocke ook o Ve i‘l‘cx Seooghs,, privcesSses,
ook Ly Eorchn (ode h_.L'-."'t 1:':.2' 3 L-I,,:'Lllﬂ;"..‘ﬁl e hdle @fxﬂ_dt:_u..,%ll"‘h,
Even de S pdce & ecre O WD ode oy N e

Woge T} won dwe coches) C*Zmn:ljé:'hti ¥ gode W% Moes Wik

%{m’ L2 r?ﬁ o Mg d'f":’ﬁa;s:ﬁ\ fde M uis, Senad Nouon
oeeh o drlfing course ol G whiilely i e m’_’\,uﬂ"-lub
AT Ol Qf;? Vgt 'lE'caE_-. "'..:.-;'_EAT.::.:-.U L aochedd A de A nud
Praae wns wone Wi n‘::.}.,.. e modle ok headns
Mules wos adl O 0 Co e.n%u_ih ?'.Lkl"i Yoe f_gnﬁ%'-q.tj

Tis Nogh M Vo o bvonsioho ¢ dieh weudd delt ve whiod
HW&E} L Ce. WO AP e e we LN R T L,

ik .n"u. m‘i e Aoven, B e Le 'lEtEﬁ:;E onch Sshon Y edd
e mﬁwe- \ COc. At oo, Bun aneh coeh, Ser, Bty

Mz vosk S sy and swoesoinesy Cde e ook, sees We

Wrenhele Bren,

The. Weddle Arm pos so col Madr po clod werh en'd ol
W doesny '-mul-:"- P Sdes, The Sofde’ Actt v e vocvine.
%w}}r wiess oo e QM P Yo vaNe o @cn:ﬁm%_vr

t“'ﬁ'l. W ouiod  da Yoty Yoo se winok 'E\' Mk oech
ujnm"u— % dadel, T N oMy hchmi‘fh arlh e e "‘::n:'_f.-:.%:'l'n‘.'ﬁ\

Cambridge International AS Level English Language 8693

55



Paper 2 — Composition

56

A Yae sewes tole S~ g Ve
e oem i 03,!.-@_;-\36. S Gfeod LU:"‘i Largn dnody wege

Comh Ve o Beddle aotn cbove e Lece Licgh Hek wend axirt

muﬁ.rﬁ;-mu\‘lmﬂ e od A peddie W, Wese as alse a bee Vet

s Gnch Seeedks wm WD WeNare , aod e mon

bl '-.m:ﬂ‘::. ey qir\%h Py ra H-E'sg:.i:m b gl cnche oo

%mﬁr s, The g}m Poch Pows of Shews Mok Sue, woul()

d:u poch W oooadd Yoe mﬂ% The. G men Soad “an

oy G bere mcouse Hs et "E_u:fj.. ne wrﬁu‘lﬂm; o b

Cob- dwod T Wew, Vadk -\m"c‘_"‘ir;\.%rg %ﬁnl;cm E*-:.hc{.s -i-rtﬂnrﬂu '111!\‘

(AN Coooen Meal Mok "i.;ﬂ-.:rhl‘-. 'i-’ T % SRec N iohin Gl L w"i'. l‘_l.“,:'#

O,

L% |

Wen T wos 0 boea, L hadtush movwd Gao o S Aporiment
Laud, LTS u.gu‘tgﬂ-r o Phas ar'_"ﬁ.:n"l T'I"I'L‘:: Sonec) Lo I"dﬁ.t; Lﬂ.ﬁ
Amecicte. e Dohedd @ o0 Csn Ale Yo ELh;@L Ae was
8 RVTIT e e ‘:.r’m.;ﬂ‘-., Pl et ALy ossy 1Y cons Mee woesy
E:‘.hfw-_.c_m‘ﬂa‘: Rtk | Lol e Ypwe.
The Cont Qroaoamm o Mak Soael wos forWok
%mﬁ i Deltouse on W Bacdh Dideder, Ve arch Oiredier,
o LOMAGan, Won o ‘neowu 5% pon codla b how anth o Deas.
He wos eive Wl Rush oX ‘éﬂll,‘ care hoe dhe shudeds on Yee
WaSaC foulodien. L "m.sl‘t;tﬁ.ﬁ shenrded Cord like o ‘elive
Mosug 4 Pomme o, and, Mg roedl otrechee exicts Gy reak, ol L%ih Wieeen
e i’b{ wne=sk. e wndth e \eave e Lﬁmuﬁ o te
.-'Juf'-.[.'_"l. wonddn come  bacle i)\ de  pexd -& (PUTTE) S 11]‘.'-”— IO,
Ml us des cotdn wilies S voyes, m‘-\a:'hurﬂhu‘ag“qmm VoS,
arch VoMo fohes e Moo We wadehed e —ame Yoo wore s
owly vl o pdidh Y ":“aU-ILLPd\
e NS Ecn_,le;':'r'w Mred N wWun becomse A coddnk q"u:wb
ol L waevhors, . Lecouse Wed wes basdd O0sS.
(e acaolin, Sher ek, Q\o.gm..} o el orchSeeue =
wekire @9 apaend wo ?b\ﬁ‘l G corcerk Soe ve Sed

Cambridge International AS Level English Language 8693



Paper 2 — Composition

ardt oL Qecets. Ne  contery reolu Suciied aed T wanked,
Le r?r ok of Dordh 10 Ood Wor L Slarhech compln whroy
e s vom. Dhe ol e Ao g our T geh agoued’
Fr ?quJ?Fd. Comphoy umﬁr\) aoch, Meche d Ao Aeok ol Bo
i WaS o ny |

0 E—"mu\\.\\mﬂx Yo g somelive ho de pevespal ecause
aiter Yo concert e Wlh WO Oreh wl weadeined Moutes
e TTRE principol cidat o aroud Mals Kl e end. sladents
oad Poveals Sheckech comp\at ng - SNe E"Lm"htu’ Red Mo Uoohohre
oader & hawe el Magreo, cnch V. Cpedine s, e ecause
Ry At T toouddy Do Se od Bie 30 shodente
e meedd oead . Eaile e @h o oller ol e nack oM e
es A hedl Bas oo We m-J‘F:Tﬁmiﬂp;a Vewing e
(E=gedh Kux hh"k!.r..e.q‘_'c:-'-_ Seadenie ol s rﬂqu&—;:"ﬁu'\.

Cambridge International AS Level English Language 8693 57



58

Paper 2 — Composition

8 A product which you cannol do without is about 1o go oul of existence: the company which makes

it is about to cease s production. Write a letter to the company in which you describe the origin
and history of your relationship with the product and — most of all — why it is an essential pan of
wour lifie.
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Paper 2 — Composition

60

o b o _ L . g i o |
o W, a B Wne Roc2asn 58\ Gloudh Yook Weo AR %.‘E‘&:r
| ' L u g \
e O nerecotlon e MWwe neco pes~Earo o, NEoS e

-

D™, :"q. -:.W'-,r___._': [ ;';_;:'._;'-._ _1\3'_ _;"1'.; :"\?""“'-I_n' '_1..* 1'|' Ouyr -"'-\. ; .':I "-,_ b 5"1'_' il S T AR }-:._ ﬂ-._jt
R L v ."' ! - L™ .: 3 i - i . - r X S s P A
.:'l.“-_.'_."-.;-q-.a. oL TN g, i Y Y ) :_-__E-.,_:::___-__ﬂt:l E"-.l-'-.-..ﬂi,'-r._:- .;-j.{c-:_-.""."- oy g o h{:ul- e AT 'l|'-.m_'_

[ |,: LVCACE, G WsEarl, T ot e Cuarmolare g

Examiner comment

The candidate explores the most enjoyable and least enjoyable experiences encountered in life so far.
The two sections of the composition are relevant but contain lapses in expression and technical accuracy.
Although there is a relevant focus, expression also tends to remain rather unvaried and, at times, seems a
little repetitive. Phrases seem to be used like building blocks, drawing on pieces of expression already used:
' Me and him had to drive two hours to get there but it was worth it. When we got there it was crowded
but not too crowded. ....It had lego’s everywhere. There was also rides, games, and food. The first ride
that we saw...They had everything made out of lego’s. They had dragons, princesses, and wizards made
out of legos...” The outcome is that the tone and style remain rather flat and unvaried. The second piece
in the answer maintains this repetitive use of phrasing and the tone tends to remain the same: 'to a new
school. This school was....It was a very nice school...” Both pieces tend to focus on narrative above all:
opportunities for descriptive elements are not really developed.

The response to the question asking candidates to write a letter to a company which is intending to cease
production of an item essential for their well-being seems to reflect similar qualities to the first composition.
There is a relevant focus on the topic — here, a need for older versions of Playstation to be manufactured —
but also a slightly unvaried approach in terms of vocabulary and expression, besides lapses in accuracy. The
same patterns of repeated phrases and constructions is evident in the answer: for example, the number

of times the word ‘playstation’ is employed creates a rather disjointed feel to the fluency of the piece.

There are some valid lines of argument but they seem to be a little undeveloped and flat at times. The

tone becomes a little inappropriately informal on occasions. Overall, the composition is focused but rather
pedestrian in its style and approach to the topic: it needs a little more imaginative input and more in the way
of linguistic effects to raise its level.
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